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Office of Single Family Program Development Office of Single Family Housing

Susan Borg, Acting Director, Home Mortgage Insurance Division

Handbook 4000.1, II.A.7.c. Inspection and Repair Escrow Requirements for Mortgages Pending Closing or Endorsement in PDMDAs.

Waive the requirement for "interior" photographs when performing damage inspections on properties pending mortgage closing or endorsement in
Presidentially-Declared Major Disaster Areas (PDMDA) for the period in which exterior only appraisals are permitted as first announced in ML 2020-05, as
may be extended in subsequent Mortgagee Letters. The requirement for exterior photographs will remain in place.

x

x

10/5/2020

Due to the National Emergency concerning the Coronavirus (COVID-19), FHA has issued temporary relief from standard appraisal requirements, to permit
exterior only appraisals (ML 2020-05, last extended by ML 2020-28). This relief does not apply to required inspections in PDMDAs. Many borrowers and
appraisers are still reluctant to allow or carry out interior inspections. Waiving the "interior" photograph requirement will provide consistency between the
inspection requirements for properties in PDMDAs with the requirements for appraisal inspections.

Kevin Stevens Acting Director, Office of Single Family Program Dev.

ELIZABETH DAVIS Digitally signed by ELIZABETH DAVIS 
Date: 2020.10.05 17:45:22 -04'00'

KEVIN STEVENS Digitally signed by KEVIN STEVENS 
Date: 2020.10.05 17:55:54 -04'00' 10/5/2020


